2016-2017 School of Chinese Seminar 楁㷗⣏⬠ᷕ㔯⬠昊嫃⹏

வᅇᇟೱԄډදၹᇟݤᆶຝ՟ޑ܄ϟय़!
Interfacing Universal Grammar and Iconicity: A View from
the Chinese Serial Verb Constructions
㛶Ṇ朆㔁㌰!!Professor Yafei LI
⦩㕗彃⣏⬠湍徒怄↮㟉 University of Wisconsin-Madison
Date & Time烉 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 18, 2017
Venue烉 Room 730, Run Run Shaw Tower, Centennial Campus, HKU
Language: Putonghua
䓇䈑忚⊾⽆㛔岒ᶲ㗗晐㨇䘬炻㚫ἧ㝸ᾳ≇傥⃒⊾炻⌣䃉㱽ᾅ嫱ᶨᾳ⫸䲣䴙⛐㔜橼ᶲ⬴伶ˤ⤪㝄Ṣ
栆婆妨䘬㟠⽫㨇⇞炷忂ⷠ䧙ἄ㘖念婆㱽炸䡢⤪ Chomsky 妨炻㗗⣏儎䘬ᶨ䳬⮰䓐≇傥炻恋湤℞
㗗⏎⬀⛐Ⱦ≇傥仢星ȿ⯙㗗ᶨᾳῤ⼿㍊䳊䘬婚柴ˤ㛔㔯ẍ㻊婆忋≽䳸㥳䁢↢䘤溆炻婾嫱ᶳ徘奨
溆烉㘖念婆㱽ᶵ䞍忻⤪ỽ䁢ℑᾳᶵ⬀⛐婾⃫斄Ὢ䘬≽娆⿏ㆸ↮⺢䩳䳸㥳斄Ὢˤ䔞娚≇傥仢星⼙枧
⇘㬋ⷠ忈⎍炻媠⤪尉Ụ⿏忁栆⺋佑䘬娵䞍≇傥㚫ṳℍ忈⎍忶䦳炻冯㘖念婆㱽䓊䓇Ḻ≽炻᷎䓊䓇↢
忋≽䳸㥳䈡㚱䘬ᶨ䳬婆㱽䎦尉ˤ
Biological evolution is random in nature, capable of optimizing a particular function of a sub-system S
but unable to guarantee that S as a whole be functionally flaw-less. If the core of the human language
faculty (aka Universal Grammar) is a set of linguistically dedicated functions of the brain as Chomsky
suggests, one is logically prompted to askwhether UG has functional flaws or gaps. This work does
exactly that. Starting with the serial verb constructions (SVC) in Chinese, we proceed to prove that UG
indeed contains one such functional gap: it is not programmed to structurally put together two bare
verbal projections of which neither one is a thematic argument of the other. When this gap interferes
with sentence-production, a general cognitive function such as iconicity is called in to help out,
interacting with UG to yield a set of facts characteristic of SVC.
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Yafei Li received a PhD from MIT in linguistics in 1990 and is now Professor in the Department of
Linguistics at University of Wisconsin-Madison. The areas of research include syntax, the
morphology-syntax interface and the philosophy of science. He published a book from the MIT Press
and co-authored one from the Cambridge University Press. He also has articles from ˪ᷕ⚳婆㔯˫˪
, ⢾
婆㔁⬠冯䞼䨞˫,˪䔞ẋ婆妨⬠˫, Language, Language and Linguistics, Linguistic Inquiry, Natural
Language and Linguistic Theory, The Journal of East Asian Linguistics, The Linguistic Review, among
other refereed journals and volumes. He is currently writing a book on the interface between universal
grammar and iconicity, plus a few articles one of which explores the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis on the
basis of a detailed study of Chinese question words zenme ‘how’, shenme ‘what’ and duome ‘how, how
much’.
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