2018/2019 School of Chinese Research Student Seminar
B XFET % Examining the Causes of Huang Taiji’s Death

L& Au Tak Wai

January 25, 2019 (Friday); 5:30-6:45pm
Room 730, Run Run Shaw Tower, Centennial Campus

Language: Cantonese

HRTEARTEENRIR (1592-1643 » 1627-1643 (LML) HIZEABE: - B VE T7 SURRDARIE AR E Rt e -
PRI » AR E T SO A SUE R T B A R Skt - IERiE T R B o T SR ER SN
HILARR T & EAVERE - WAFH AR AR - 25 EARAEER - MiRHESOR CE%H
sC) (BE 1) PIFTERBEREGY &I 5 Y 2 AR SRR (AR R EE - I BRI S B B s e B R
FEETER R T EERTECE: - S E 2 XBES ST EEE A S ERN - ARSI ERENE R
St o MAEMEREI IR - BB R MPTERE - BEERC RITE » IMEMUGEIRIIGE - &
SHICIMERGIREE - B Rt K TOIENEE S » S DR RAVER T - B SEIRIEELER - REE
HASTEHFEEMIE - ERR iR RO CESHEC) FrigftRa £ BRI
HIIEHEERECIRE RAIE -~ WSIUFUETTSURIEELE: - &OBRIARRIRY SRR - EulitiS
BERHVIE S 5 A SRRk > BT EE - (eI ARE E LN FTAE -

(5 1) FfF£5H(1392-1910)HH8A tH7-(1612-1645)#z £ AL E 5 & NE YA
TEERD > WSTEENTINER#REGE -

The official record of the Qing Dynasty describes the death of Huang Taiji
as “not caused by any illness”. However, the same official record also
reveals some Huang Taiji’s illness before his death, contradicting the
statement of “no disease”. Historians have therefore raised questions about
the exact causes of his death and offered various interpretations. Up to now
there has been no consensus among historians on this question. However,
according to the Korean literature "Shenyang Diary", (Note 1) when Huang
Taiji was in Shenyang taking ill he requested medicine from the Koreans,
and summoned Korean medical officers to see him. There is record in the
Diary on the prescription medications, thus confirming that Huang Taiji
had indeed suffered from a variety of diseases before his death, and his
medical condition was serious. During his illness, he suffered from the pain
of losing his wife, and was busy with military campaigns for a long time,
all of which brought huge pressure on him and he was virtually in a state of
exhaustion. A deterioration in his health ensued, resulting in sudden death
owing to multiple complications. This presentation mainly uses the
historical materials in the Korean literature "Shenyang Diary" on Huang Taiji’s diseases and the medical
prescriptions given, and compares them with those in the official record of the Qing Dynasty. Through relevant
historical materials, and employing general knowledge of the current medical science to examine the data and
pathology of Huang Taiji’s diseases, the causes of his death hopefully can be clarified.

(Note 1) Crown Prince Sohyeon of Joseon Dynasty was detained by Huang Taiji in Shenyang as a hostage and
his notes about his life in Shenyang were recorded and compiled into a book by the officials of Joseon Dynasty.
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